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HOUSE UNLIKELY TO RECESS. j SMATE,,.MAY' 



It ap p e a r fl no vr _ t h e.f .. the inf d^al 't: wp.-we e k : e s s,.' pi a nne d ■. by ■ t hia ^ Ho Xi s« ■ 

0 f - ^^7 ^9 7 . ^9' 7^-0 ugh , 1 J>a Pau of o.pmpi^ i oa feibn Sj . inyplYi ng tax 

leg 1 3 la ' • ■ IV do e ■seom likely, ' .hbwpy.eri^ . .t.Ka t the, . 3'enat .©. w^ilX -rekps s,-and:a- 
great many^^nators Mil he: home ?pj-!a. pbupl;e.. of . 
week^'s Letter' in regard to Senators, therefore, stands, C.hanoe.s, are a good '' 

too, at least for a week or so, vacation 



number of Reprb^aentatives will go home 
or no vacation# \ 



Forty^ - Five To Co 






Nfiatest reports^ from Washington are that 173 signatures 
h^ve been affixed to House Disoherg©- .Petition Three-,- to-*' 
On Poll-Tax Petition briri|-ii. R-^7, the -Ant i-r Poll Tax Bill of J943, to the 
fioof o'i^''-blie House for a vote. That-. makes forty*-five 
•more to -go*. Last .year the real tou'gh going started at the 190-signature mark. 
After that two signatures had to be op%ained fox every one of .bhe^ twenty.r'bljght--- 
r oma in in^ be b aus &' . e ve r y t ime anb tjje r P o sma n s tgn e -one. o.f the others took / 

Wha t has to be. unde r s to p d , ,to ryf pie a r 1 y ;p 1 1" thp 1 o bh y ing; -ih' ^ 

Washington, all 'the combining and ma:^euye.ring. to getl&ignatures to the - discharge, 
petition— won-»-t pass’ ihe ant i-pplt,^t ax bill.,, 'It is ”a,; .po^^^tl.ity. that a 
majority of. the membsts'bf 'the House^ should s.ign., the. that the -measure 

should come to the floor for^ vote, and that it should there defeated. 

That is whetmgLy happen unless a very great pressure is ex^^ed In a 
continuous manner, the people back home. A Congressman may sign bhe 

petition, and then^s^eing that. the people- of-- hi-a- c-ohstltuen-o'y. are not ver^' 
excited about it^^r at least are not putting .much pressure on him— may decide 
that when ■ it cjemes to .the vote he has more .to gain by abs.enting .himself 
please, a- pald-taxer fiead of a House Committee, than by.'^being present and^^oting 
for H, This is only one of thei reasons why, regaifdless of lobbyi^ and 

braih-tfustin^.. in Washington, .'the 'campaign for H/r; 7, 'must be -dev^i^ed . i^ 
each cons%<Juency, and kept going until H, R, 7, becomes law,- 



Anti^Lynoh BUT 
Discharge Petition 



No reports are '^available -as to .the .uun^r of -signatures, 
hioh have been put . on House Disohar^'. Petition Five, to 

the Gayagaii Anti-Lynch B.tl.l^ the ^fl-oor of the House 
for^'.:^t0,' Indioatiqns, are it>as not, >even' progre-ssed as 
rapidly as' the petition on^e Anti-Poll T-ax' Bill#-^ The ‘signs. ture of YOUR.OWJI 
CONGRESSttAN’ Is probably not onN^t, Now is tli^gL^.ime to 't-ell -hip- about It'. - 

‘V 

■^■"^TO‘V;E3 mo SENATE 



HO 333 BILL^ FIGHT‘S 



By a vote of 'S'7o' to lOJ^- the Ho^ 
the juati-labor Hobbs bill, H, R. j@S3. 



-of - Repreabnta.tdye.s last we©-k paS-aed 



The entire debate gdfd vote was oonfusetf^by B.everal proposed amendments, 
none^'of which changed the,^ti-labor \charac ter Af -,thb^^.•ili,■ >ut v:hlch were ac 
presented-.' The - result^^ confusion among labor group^X-sqm© of which stoppei 
fighting the bill tOyfight for the ' amendments.. Out of.tl^t c.onfusion..came . 

House passage, 

It i^to be hoped . that there will be more olar tty,;, and a more, unified 
opposltionydh the fight to prevent,, the bill’ from .pets sing ^ the- S&nate# ^ 

Wire your own two Senators ' today’^' /urg-in^ defeat ■ of -H, 

Hobbx^&ft M " L.Hbui - Bill— 



Fish Shoves' to Nullify 



Anti-Sedition Law 



Lfltest. move ■ on behelf of the 34 indicted sedi'tionists 
comes from Congressman Ham.lltpn .Fish, undoubtedly with 

„ support, .of -those Tfho 'backed, him in his fight b' 

against passage of the Wsr &e.c-urity Act ( so e .last, week's 
Legislative Letter). Fishes action is introduction of a bill, H. R.-23S2, to 
nullify- the ■ sedition act under which the 34 were indicted, 'He does it by 

(over) 
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re-writing the act so that 'it cannot conceivably be enforced* A few of the 
sleight of hsnd accomplishments of H* R* 2352 are: 



ProseoutiDn is limited to persons who accomplish their purpose of 
impairing the^ loyalty, morale, and discipline of the amed’foroes by personal 
contact * This would exclude publishers of seditious literature distributed to 
the armed forces unless they made a personal contact with individual members. 
They oould distribute all they pleased by any other method* Only actual 
personal distributora would be liable. 



_ ^ The whole theory of prosecution for conspiracy is nullified. Each 
individual member of a conspiracy under'this act would have to be proved to 
f have personally performed an act which is in 'itself criminal* To illustrate! 
if this principle were applied in prosecution for counterfeiting, the member 
of the conspiracy who buys th^ ink (in itself not a criminal act) could not be 
prosecuted for this share* 



a seditionist or group of seditionlsts oould not 
be indicted unlesstheir sedition were successful! In this provision also the 
theory 'Of proseoutibn for conspiracy Is nuTl if led, ^ ‘ ’ -- ■ 



■ TI 2 ^ m highest sentence fb,r the highest' crime in war-time, under the 

^^IshyBlll,' would be a j^ar' in 'Jail and §500 fine* 

There are a dosen other ways in which the Fish Bill would nullify 
the possibility of successful prosecutions for erudition, and seditious 
conspiracy in war tLme* Tho'se noted are enough to give you an'idsa. 

The Fish Bill is indicative" of the lengths. to which isolationists 
and poll-taxers in Congress will go to protect the enemy in our midst. The 
follow-up is perfect, after the speotaclo these gentlemen made of themselves 
in oonnaction with the War Security Act* 



And .On 

Other Hand — 



We have Ham Fishes closest collaborat#7 ^'I^^rtin Dies’Sf un- 
Amerioan fame, introducing new legisls^ ;£on whichw^.jj^^ sup- 

ported by Mr. Fish, becau'se it^s right Be it 

remembered: that Attorney General Bid, die in his decision on the 
Bridges deportation -case threw in free for nothing' and without reference to the 
subject on which he was writing, a list of a few organisations, most of them 
defunct, which he held to be subversive* Leter on, an Interdepartmental 
Committee drew up another list, fantastic in its presentations,' which for the 
most part has been held confidential, but pnrt of which Mr. Dies had inserted 
in the Congressional' Record, It is also easy to recall that Mr; Dies himself 
has from time to time named practically every CIO union, and: many other organi- 
sations, as subversive* "In this place it is scercely necessary to repeat again 
the basis (if any) of Mr. DiesT findings. 



Mr* Dies^ H* H, 2447 provides that any parson who belongs to or In any 
way supports any of these organisations shall be Ineligible for amplopiant by 
■the Government in any ’bapacify; ' Apparently Mr .* Dies considers himself a peman-- 
ent department, because the bill writes his conmittee into law, and makes its 
findings a matter of law* 

Mr, Dies' second bill, H* R*.2446 would cancel the citizenship of 
an y person (that means native-born as well as naturalized) who joins "any 
organization subject to forelgh control and engaged in poli tical . activity" — 
presumably again by a Dies definition, (This is exactly the spme Mr* Dies who ■ 
was so^worried about the 'Vivil liberties'* of saboteurs that he fought a bill 
to punish their pctivities in war-time*) 

H* R^ 2447^ is before the .Committee on the Civil Service (Congressman 
Robert (poU-tax) Rsmspeck, chaiman)j H. R, 2446 is before the Judiciary 
Committee (Congressman Hatton W, (poll-tax) Sumners, chairmen). Dies has 
an-ounced he will press for early healings and reports to get the bills out for a 
vote * 

+ + 



”Gi:&^de Late 11 lag" The paratroopers cot ia another lick hehlnd nnr 

-^^ week, when the House of RgipjpesenRatives pa seed House 
Investigation 1 agjMjrhSreby sat up a committeeto "investigate^^ 

the War Production 

Board,"^ This potent weapon against the war was sp6nsored^'-and -therefore will 

(more ) 



